
ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

August 8, 2013 
 

There being no chairman present, Commissioner Pelloso was selected as chair for 
the meeting. Commissioner Pelloso called the meeting to order.  
 
I.  Roll Call 

 Commissioner Pelloso asked for a roll call.  

 Present: Commissioner Eisenhart, Commissioner Salman, Commissioner Hung, 
 Commissioner Speta, Commissioner Pelloso 
 Absent: Commissioner Simmer, Chairman Sterner, Commissioner Cavallo 

II.  Review and Approval of July 17, 2013 Meeting Minutes 

 Commissioner Pelloso asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the 
 July 17, 2013 meeting. Commissioner Cavallo made a motion to approve the 
 minutes. Commissioner Salman seconded the motion, which passed by a voice 
 vote.  
 
III. Visitor Welcome 

 There were no visitors.  

IV. Staff Update on Ongoing Projects  

 Mr. Santoro provided an update on the Village’s upcoming virtual garden walk, 
 which will be an online gallery of properties that have qualified and received 
 incentives through the Village’s stormwater incentive program. Residents who 
 were granted the incentives were contacted and asked if they would like to 
 participate. Ms. Deitch stated that one of the benefits will be that residents will 
 be able to see examples in their own town that could be replicated. The 
 commission discussed how the gallery could help make the process of installing a 
 rain garden less daunting for homeowners.   
 
 Ms. Deitch also stated that staff is using an idea from a previous ECC meeting 
 when Commissioner Speta suggested capturing the commuter audience by 
 providing information on Village services at the train stations. Staff is developing 
 “News on the Go” which will eventually be a QR-code that leads to a mobile-
 friendly page on the Village’s website.  
 
V. Old Business 

a. Water Conservation 



Ms. Deitch summarized what the Village had done to promote water conservation 
during the summer months. The initial focus was on outdoor water conservation, 
taking advantage of the sprinkler regulations that are in place from May 15 to 
September 15. Village staff posted a weekly water conservation tip on the 
Facebook and Twitter pages, updated the website’s conservation page and 
included an article on water conservation in Hometown Times, the Village’s 
newsletter. Additionally, the Village bought rain gauges as a giveaway for 
Facebook friends. After focusing for several posts on outdoor water use, staff 
shifted toward indoor water conservation, primarily in bathrooms.  
 
Village staff is looking to take the next steps in the conservation campaign. The 
first idea is to create a traveling display that would promote water conservation. 
Ms. Deitch stated that her initial idea was to use empty milk jugs to demonstrate 
the amount of water used by the average household each day, but thought it might 
take up too much space. Commissioner Salman suggested using an empty, clear 
barrel to show the average amount of water used for different activities, such as 
showers. Then, it could be compared to a clear barrel of water showing a more 
efficient use of water. Commissioner Pelloso stated that it would be interesting to 
compare the average user against the most water-efficient countries.  
 
Ms. Deitch handed out copies of an example utility bill to discuss ways that the 
water bill could be used to encourage water conservation. There were several 
suggestions: a “Hot Tip” water conservation message, a graph that shows 
previous vs. current year, a comparison versus the average household, a tear-off 
coupon that could be redeemed for a rain gauge and a revision to the units 
(gallons rather than cubic feet). Commissioner Pelloso asked if the electronic 
billing process could be revised to eliminate paper statements. Ms. Deitch stated 
that she thought it already did, but she would check into it.  
 
Ms. Deitch also stated that the Village was considering contacting the top water 
users to work on a water audit that would assist them in reducing their water 
usage which would save money. Commissioner Speta discussed the use of water 
in generating electricity and how the use of solar and wind energy promotes water 
conservation. Commissioner Pelloso also suggested using a contest format for 
businesses to request a water audit. She said a business could submit a request for 
a water audit and describe how they could benefit; the winning business would 
receive the audit. The business could then report on how much money and water 
they’re saving.  
 

VI. New Business 

 Ms. Deitch stated she had gotten the contact information for the leader of the 
 group in Clarendon Hills that created a public display on greenhouse gas. She was 
 planning to contact her to see if she would be willing to speak at a future event, 
 possibly a multi-municipality environmental commission summit.  
 



 Ms. Deitch also stated that she and Mr. Santoro were continuing with the idea to 
 hold a solar energy workshop for residents at the library in the fall. Commissioner 
 Salman stated she would be able to put staff in contact with a presenter for the 
 workshop.  
  

VI.  Adjournment  

 The meeting was adjourned at 7:37 p.m.    


